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Sunday 3 January
Dear Parents and Carers
Covid 19, the new variant, lateral flow testing and school opening
A lot has changed since the end of term; not least is the rapid increase in infection rates in Suffolk, placing
us in Tier 4, and the new advice to schools, changing rapidly within each day as I write and this has changed
our approach within the Trust and at The Albany;. The key changes for your child are:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The start to the term
An updated risk assessment and infection control measures in school
Lateral Flow Testing
Attendance at school and remote learning

You may have concerns about your child’s education and their safety because of the impact of a highly
contagious strain of the virus now in circulation within the local communities our children and staff come
to school from. We have already had positive Covid-19 cases over the Christmas break and there may be
more as the weeks go on. We had been lucky up to now in escaping the full impact of the virus.
1. The Start of Term

The Governing Body and I have taken the decision to delay the start of school opening for all students.
School is closed for all students on Monday and Tuesday this week (4 and 5 January). This is to allow for
planning and training to take place for Lateral Flow Testing within the school in accordance with the
Government’s guidance to specialist schools on Friday evening this week (1/1/21). This is a change to our
original plan of opening on Tuesday after a PD day on Monday.
In addition, to allow us to get the testing system in place; we will only be opening for face-to-face education
for a small number of students who are vulnerable (DfE guidance) or whose parents are key workers. All
other students will be accessing remote learning, welfare calls and garden visits similar to our offer during
Lockdown 1, but with an increased emphasis on on-line taught learning. Class teachers will be in touch on
Tuesday to discuss with you the offer for your child.
We hope to be able to increase our face-to-face offer from the 11th January, alongside offering regular
asymptomatic Covid-19 testing.
2. Updated Risk Management Requirements
From Monday 4 January, the following actions are compulsory for all staff and students:


Non-attendance at school, if unwell (any illness) and engagement with Covid-19 testing, if your
child is displaying any of the characteristic symptoms (high temperature, continuous cough, loss of
taste and/or smell (may lead to reduced appetite as only definable factor))
 Please be mindful that if your child has a headache or a rash, this too can be Covid-19 related
and it is best to seek testing to ensure this is not the case.
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10 days isolation if your child or a member of your household has Covid-19, or has been identified
as a close contact of someone with Covid-19 (please see testing in point 3).
Wearing face coverings in corridors, the hall and the kitchen and when in a classroom or office other
than their own.
Use of hand sanitiser on entry and exit of the building and all classroom and office spaces.
Strict adherence to the one-way system for entry and exit to the school building.
Social distancing of 2m or more with all students and staff not in their own group.
Warm clothing, including coats, gloves and hats because we will have all windows and external
doors open whatever the weather. This means the classrooms and school buildings will be cold
despite the heating being on.

3. Lateral Flow Testing
We will be implementing Lateral Flow Testing at The Albany. This will allow us to identify those people who
are Covid-19 positive but who have no symptoms through regular (weekly) rapid lateral flow tests. This
programme is voluntary. However, we would urge all parents to consider encouraging their child to take
part, as it will help protect our community from inadvertent spreading of the virus by someone who has no
symptoms, as can often be the case in teenagers and young adults. Through regular testing, we increase
the likelihood we will be able to keep the school open for face-to-face education throughout the term and
beyond. In addition, students who are on the programme who are identified as close contacts of someone
who has tested positive can continue to attend school whilst having daily Covid-19 tests, providing that
their tests are negative.
Further information on the testing will be provided for parents via email on Tuesday, along with a consent
form. Your child’s class teacher will also telephone to discuss this with you and your child. It is likely that
we will begin the testing of students from the week beginning 11/1/21.
In order to facilitate testing, most students will start the day later (expected to be 9:45am) with the groups
to be tested that day arriving in school at 8:45am, as per usual. Staff are being encouraged to take part and
will be tested each Wednesday afternoon. We hope to roll out testing of staff this week.
What happens if your child tests positive?
If your child tests positive, they will be required to leave school and self-isolate for 10 days. Members of the family
will also be required to self-isolate. It will be better for your child if you are able to collect them from school. Please
let the school know if this would be a challenge for you.

4. Attendance at School
The LA has released guidance this evening for parents and carers on sending their child to school during the
current pandemic escalation. They have acknowledged that you may be anxious about the risks posed to
yourself and your family in the current circumstances. The Albany will follow their guidance that no parent
will be prosecuted nor any child penalised for non-attendance during this current period whilst Suffolk
remains at high alert for the virus. However, under these circumstances, we will expect your child to engage
with our online and remote learning offer. I have attached to this letter the information on the Local
Authority Website.
On-line Learning
At the time of writing I am aware of 4 staff absences, two linked to Covid-19 and two to long term health
conditions. With the recent advice to members of the National Education Union, I expect to find other staff
who are only available to work remotely and unless we are exceptionally lucky, I anticipate the number of
staff absent with Convid-19 to increase. In the current climate, utilising supply agency staff to fill these
vacancies is both problematic (due to increased cross infection risks) and challenging (due to availability of
staff), so it is highly likely that there will be times when the school has to close for face-to-face learning. At
these times, we encourage parents and carers to support your child to engage with learning online.
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Attendance will be measured through engagement with the online offer and the SLT will follow up any
students who are not engaging.
Please let your child’s class teacher know if your child will have difficulty with accessing online learning due
to lack of resources, as we will ensure we put something in place to facilitate this.
Thank you for your continued support during these difficult times.
Yours sincerely

Jane Reason
Headteacher
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Local Authority Guidance on Attendance for Parents and Carers

Coronavirus and attendance at Early Years,
Primary, Secondary and Special Schools and
Colleges in Suffolk
Returning to school in January 2021
Primary and Special schools and Early Years settings
Primary schools may need to stagger the return of children to school from the week starting Monday
4 January 2021. Your school will let you know if they cannot open for your child from Monday. Some
schools won’t be open on Monday 4 January for planned teacher training.
The rate of COVID infection increased in Suffolk over the Christmas break. This may mean that some
Suffolk schools do not have enough staff available to open safely. It is a Headteacher's decision, with
their governing body/trust, as to whether they can open safely. Suffolk County Council will support
any school leader who makes a decision not to open for the majority of pupils from 4 January 2021.
Each school will be responsible for this decision.
Parents and carers should check their school communications to see if their school is open or closed.
If your school is closed, children of critical workers and vulnerable children will be invited to attend as
soon as possible. In these circumstances, contact your school to confirm your place in school - every
school must open for those children.
It may take schools a day or two, or more, to know whether they have enough staff to reopen to all
children safely. Keep looking out for messages from your child's school. Children will be given some
remote learning if their school is closed and they are at home.

Secondary schools and colleges
Following the government announcements on 30 December, there have been some changes to
pupils returning to secondary schools and colleges:

4 January: secondary schools will only provide on-site education to vulnerable children and
children of critical workers, and prioritise remote education to those in exam years

11 January: Students in exam years should return to on-site education at school

18 January: All students are required to return to school for on-site education
More information about the return to school is available on the GOV.UK website.

Vulnerable children and children of critical workers
Secondary schools will provide on-site education to vulnerable children and children of critical
workers. If you're a key or critical worker and you require your child to attend school from 4 January
please contact your school. A list of key worker roles and vulnerable children criteria can be
found on the GOV.UK website.

Keeping your child off school
The Government has said it is vital that children attend school. School attendance became
compulsory again from the beginning of September. However, we understand that many parents will
feel anxious about the children attending school at this time. If this is the case, we’d urge you to
speak to your school’s headteacher to discuss it. In general, where schools are open for your child,
attendance is compulsory. However, we understand parents’ anxiety and in general do not
expect sanctions for non-attendance in the current circumstances.
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What to do if you have safety concerns
If you have concerns about your child returning to school or college, you should discuss these with
your school or college as soon as possible. Schools are putting in place a number of different
measures and they should be able to explain ways they are changing things to reduce risks.

Children who are shielded
Shielding advice is currently in place in Tier 4, so all children still deemed clinically extremely
vulnerable are advised not to attend school.
Children and young people whose parents or carers are clinically extremely vulnerable can continue
to go to school.
See the guidance on shielding and protecting people defined on medical grounds as extremely
vulnerable for the current advice.
Children and young people under the care of a specialist health professional may need to discuss
their care with their health professional before returning to school or college. This should usually be at
their next planned clinical appointment.
If children are not able to attend school because they are following clinical and/or public health
advice, you will not be penalised.

Children who are self-isolating
A small number of children and young people may be unable to attend in line with public health
advice because they:

are self-isolating

have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves

are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19)
If your child is unable to attend school or college for these reasons, ask your school or college what
support they can provide for remote education.
Children and young people under the care of a specialist health professional may need to discuss
their care with their health professional before returning to school or college. This should usually be at
their next planned clinical appointment.
If children are not able to attend school because they are following clinical and/or public health
advice, you will not be penalised.
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